
7th January 2026 

GREATNESS RECREATION GROUND WORKING GROUP 

To be held in the John London Hall, Bat & Ball Community Centre, on 
 Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 2.00pm  

Town Councillors are reminded that they have a duty to state a Declaration of Interest prior to the 
appropriate agenda item and to consider the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 s.17 when reaching a 
decision. 

Sevenoaks Town Council welcomes attendance and participation of any interested parties or 
members of the public. Please contact the office by 12 noon on the day of the meeting to advise of 
your intention to attend. 

Working Group Members  
Quorum minimum of 3 elected members: 

Cllr Dr Merilyn Canet Cllr Tony Clayton (Mayor) 
Cllr Victoria Granville Cllr Claire Shea 
Cllr Chloe Gustard 

To assist in the speedy and efficient despatch of business, members wishing to obtain factual 
information on items included on the agenda are asked to enquire of the Town Clerk prior to 
the day of the meeting. 

   AGENDA 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
To receive and note apologies for absence. 

2 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
To consider written requests from Members which have previously been submitted to 
the Town Clerk to enable participation in discussion and voting on items for which the 
Member has a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest. (s.31 & s.33 of the Localism Act 2011).  

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To receive any declarations of interest from members in respect of any items of 
business included in this report.   

4 MINUTES OF THE GREATNESS RECREATION GROUND WORKING GROUP HELD ON 
22ND OCTOBER 2025  
To receive and agree the Minutes of the Greatness Recreation Ground Working Group 
meeting held on 22nd October 2025.(attached) 
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5 GREATNESS RECREATION GROUND PAVILION UPDATE 
To receive and note the update on the new Pavilion project (report to follow). 

6 GREATNESS RECREATION GROUND NEW PLAYGROUND 
To receive and note project timeline. (attached) 

7 CURRENT MATTERS 
To note updates to Current Matters. (attached) 

8 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
To agree on the date of the next Greatness Recreation Ground Working Group 
meeting. 

9 PRESS RELEASE 
To consider any agenda item, which would be considered appropriate for a press 
release.  
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Minutes of the meeting of the Greatness Recreation Ground Working Group 
Held on Wednesday 22 October 2025 in the Council Chamber, Town Council Offices, 

TN13 3QG 

 Meeting commenced: 14:00  Meeting Concluded: 14:41 

Councillors present: 

Cllr Dr Merilyn Canet Present Cllr Tony Clayton (Mayor) Apologies 
Cllr Victoria Granville Apologies Cllr Claire Shea Present 
Cllr Chloe Gustard Present 

Substitute: For 
Cllr Dr Peter Dixon Cllr Victoria Granville 

Quorum of minimum 3 elected members was met. 

In attendance: Responsible Finance Officer, Open Spaces & Cemetery Manager, Open 
Spaces & Leisure Committee Clerk/ Allotments Officer, Paul Lansdale – Chairman of 
Sevenoaks Town Football Club, Cllr Alan Leaman – Sevenoaks District Council 

Also present: Four members of the public 

41 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 Apologies received from Cllr Victoria Granville and the Town Clerk Linda Larter. 

42 - REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 

None received. 

43 - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 None received. 

44 - MINUTES OF THE GREATNESS RECREATION GROUND WORKING GROUP HELD ON 
28TH APRIL 2025  

 RESOLVED: 

1) That minutes of the Greatness Recreation Ground Working Group held on 28th April 2025
be agreed as a true record.

2) That Council consider appointing Cllr Chloe Gustard to the Greatness Recreation Ground
Working Group.

45 - GREATNESS RECREATION GROUND PAVILION UPDATE 
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Other points of discussion noted were: 

• The Sod Cutting Ceremony is scheduled to take place on 28th October. Hoardings
with information about the project and history of the Greatness area are to be
installed. It was advised that one of the two access points to the Skatepark will
require moving.

• The Working Group discussed health and safety signage, and it was suggested that
the Open Spaces Manager liaise with the contractor regarding 5mph signage.

• Drainage issues were reported and an update was requested from the contractor.
• The Working Group queried whether there was enough capacity for EV chargers in

the car park.

46 - GREATNESS RECREATION GROUND NEW PLAYGROUND UPDATE 

 The Working Group noted the update regarding the new and relocated play area to be 
installed at Greatness Recreation Ground.  The timetable for the new play area for tender 
and construction was received.  

It was agreed that the next Working Group meeting would be scheduled for January 2026 to 
progress the project, and it is hoped that design feedback will be obtained from the Youth 
Forum. 

47 - PRESS RELEASE 

There being no further business the Chair closed the Meeting. 

of 42 weeks until completion. 
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It was noted that the construction of the New Pavilion started with an estimated time frame 
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Agenda Item 6 

Sevenoaks Town Council 
Greatness Recreation Ground Working Group  14th January 2026 

New Play Area 

Please see below a reminder of the project timetable: 

March 2026 Obtain Tenders 

May 2026 Public consultation on preferred option 

July 2026 Appointment of Contractor 

September 2026 Completion of Greatness Pavilion build 

October 2026 Installation of new play area 

Project budget of £250,000 (£100,000 from SDC CIL fund towards it). 
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Agenda Item 7 
Sevenoaks Town Council 

Community Assets (Open Spaces) Committee– 14th January 2026 

CURRENT MATTERS 
(formerly of Community Asset Working Group) 

NB: updates in green (and italics) 
8 
Community 
Assets (Open 
Spaces) 
Committee 
04.08.2025 

Greatness 
Recreation 
Ground WG 
22.10.2025 

Greatness 
Recreation Ground 
Play Area (& Gym)  

Due to the success of the CIL Board funding application there is 
a £250,000 budget for the new play facilities.  £100,000 to be 
from CIL funds. 

Relocation of Play Area would begin once construction of the 
New Football Pavilion was completed. 

Timetable for tender and construction of play area received. 

Community 
Assets (Open 
Spaces) 
Committee 
04.08.2025 

Greatness Recreation 
Ground Community 
& Football Pavilion 

It was noted that a Quantity Surveyor and Employers Agent 
was appointed with construction work to start in 
September/October 2025. 
Councillors also noted that STC was successful in obtaining 
£100,000 of CIL funding towards relocating and installing the 
Children’s Play Area at Greatness Recreation Ground with the 
total budget being £250,000 for the project. 

Community 
Asset (Open 
Spaces) 
Committee 

Dog Fouling Dog Fouling across several STC locations has been noted with 
the following: 
RESOLVED: 
i)Review and implement where possible Keep Britain Tidy
recommendations. (Including posters for Greatness Recreation
Ground)
ii)Raise Awareness on Social Media.
iii)Provide Animal Welfare Officer contact details to resident.

December 2025 Adopt a Tree 1 tree planted through Adopt a Tree. 
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