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 Minutes of the meeting of the Sevenoaks Youth Council 
Held on 13th September 2023  

at Council Chamber, Town Council Offices, Bradbourne Vale Road, Sevenoaks, TN133QG 
 

Meeting Commenced:  6.00 p.m.                                                              Meeting Concluded: 6.30 p.m. 
 
Present: 
 
Youth Council Members: 

Katie Willis, Chairman Apologies Maya Goodrich Present 
Emilia Britain, Vice-Chairman Apologies Bea Hayward Apologies  
Phoebe Critchlow, Treasurer Absent Madeleine Politzer Apologies  
Catherine Barden de Leon Absent Max Pound Absent 
Henry Barden de Leon Absent Vince Rands-Webb Absent 
Mahedy Basher Apologies Elena Rozo-Navarro Present 
Dexter Buhmann Absent Aanya Sidhu Present 
Leah Campbell-Sergeant Absent Mia Stack Absent 
Von Ming Fung Chu Present Billy Thajudeen Absent 
Lauren Foster Absent Torsa Younus Absent  
Neil Gandhi Absent Niki Zhang Absent 
Jasmine Geer Absent   

 
In attendance:   Linda Larter, Town Clerk; Mayor Councillor Claire Shea, Councillor for Northern 
Ward; Councillor Gareth Willis, Councillor for the Town Ward; Ieuan Chandler-Wilson, Youth 
Committee Clerk. 
 

1. In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair Von Ming Fung Chu was elected to chair the 
meeting 

 
2. Apologies for Absence 

Received as shown above. 
 

3. Recognition of being a Youth Councillor 
The Youth Councillors were presented with Certificates from the Mayor of Sevenoaks, 
Councillor Clair Shea thanking them for their contributions over their last two years.  

 
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting of the Youth Council held on 28th June 2023 

RESOLVED: To receive and adopt the minutes of the meeting of the Youth Council held 
on 28th June 2023. 

 
5. Finance Report 

RESOLVED: To note that the current balance was £2,220.10 
 

6. House in the Basement Youth Café (HiTB), Managers report: 
RESOLVED: To note Daren’s report and express their thanks to all of the staff for their 
continued hard work.  

 
7. Youth Council Elections 

RESOLVED: it was noted that the youth council elections were currently underway.  
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8. Ideas for the promotion of Youth Council Activities 

Chair suggested that with the recent increase in anti-social behaviour within the town, 
the Youth Council may want to consider funding self defence sessions for young people. 
he presented the Youth Council with a presentation on basic self defence.  Including 
some examples of the different forms of personal self defence alarms from a pull chain 
to whistle key chain which can be kept on your person. It was also noted that on iPhone 
from the 8 series and newer if you press on the side button and one of the volume 
button or you can press the power five times it can contact emergency services if you 
feel threatened. It was also noted that some martial arts courses such as Tae Kwando 
can be used for self defence and gave a light demonstration on how this could be useful.  

 
It was noted that currently at the Bat and Ball Centre there are some self defence 
courses but perhaps the Town Council could consider providing some additional courses.  

 
9. Date of Next Meeting 

It was noted that this would be the final meeting of the current Youth Council. Both the 
Mayor and the Chair offered all those on the Youth Council good luck for their future plans.  
 
It was noted that the next meetings were: 
 

Wednesday  01st November 2024 
Wednesday 17th January 2024 
Wednesday 20th March 2024 

 
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting. 


















