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Chapter 01 – Development Strategy

1 Have we identified the right strategic issues that will influence the
development of the District to 2040?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

Are there any other issues that we should identify?

2 Do you support the Vision and Objectives?
Please select only one item

Do you have any comments on the Vision and Objectives?

STC supports Net 0 but there needs to be consideration of other elements on quality of 
environment, as Net 0 is too specific. STC would like to see SDC also look at wider topics e.g. air 
quality, flooding, density 
STC requests that SDC look at deliverability of these and look at different scenarios which prioritise 
different issues first because STC is concerned that focusing on design excellence and Net 0 could 
have cost implications on deliverabililty of other priorities. (similarly to how they did with housing 
densities). 
A much wider framework is needed as a strategy for the District as a whole to meet the 
government's objective of net zero for the whole community by 2050 or earlier. 

X

Strongly Support 

Support  

Neither support or oppose 

Oppose

Strongly oppose

Is there a Housing Needs survey for Sevenoaks Town?
On Housing needs, STC would like to see work to ensure that there is housing to provide for all segments of 
the community. Housing to meet changing demographic is fair enough but if the demographic is changing 
because younger can't afford it then should we be working to meet affordability needs
Need younger people to be able to live here and move 
OB18 "equal" access doesn't deliver access; if everyone has none then its still equal - so STC would 
recommend change of wording to read "ready" access.
The spacial vision also doesn't recognise the challenge whereby some towns at the boundaries of Sevenoaks 
District are more primarily linked to others outside it than inside.

X
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1 Do you agree with the proposed Development Strategy?
Development Strategy Summary

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

Housing to meet changing demographic is fair enough but if 
the demographic is changing because younger can't afford 
it then should we be working to meet affordability needs

Need younger people to be able to live here and move in

Strongly agree

Agree 

Neither agree or disagree 

Disagree

Strongly disagree

STC agrees with the broad strategy but is reluctant to see optimum plus in a market town which is dominated 

by 2/3 storey family homes STC would request a height/storey limit that respects the height of adjacent 

buildings - not just the character of tthe own.

STC does not consider the Optimum Plus option to respect this

There is also no mention of the Residential Character Area Assessments and conservation areas, which 

should be respected and considered in the vision and planning process as proposed in the Sevenoaks Town 

Neighbourhood Plan.

X
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2 We are considering density within existing settlements at different
levels, which is your preferred approach?
Density Approaches
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Density Examples

Below are some examples of higher densities in town centre locations and built up areas: 

Minimum Uplift (delivers approx. 7.5k units, shortfall of 6k units)

Optimum (delivers approx. 8.5k units, shortfall of 5k units)

Optimum Plus (delivers approx. 9k units, shortfall of 4.5k units)

None of the above

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

STC's preferred approach is Option 2 - Optimum in Sevenoaks Town, and STC would furthermore ask that 
this respects the height of neighbouring buildings with a limit put on height/storeys in each area.

It is also imperative for the town that affordable housing is delivered.

In addition, STC wishes to point out that there are very limited of transport options in buses etc in lots of 
development sites, so not many would be sustainable for higher density.

X
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Chapter 02 – Housing Choice for All

3 Are you aware of any additional sites in existing settlements which we
have not yet considered?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you have selected 'Yes' please specify site details

4 What would you like to see in a Development Brief for the Sevenoaks
Station Area

and sites that could be included?
Please enter your answer here

Q4 continued: 

*Development Plan: that "any development should respond sensitively to [the setting of the notable views 
towards the Kent Downs AONB]", that the scale of buildings be typically four or six storeys with "potential for 
a taller building to mark the station", and reconsideration of  "transport interchange and public realm 
treatment at the station."

STC's Highway Improvement Plan 2021 prioritised the pedestrian crossing by Sevenoaks Station as needing 
a redesign for safer crossing. Kent County Council confirmed that this is viable and that STC would need to 
fund the design and feasibility for it. STC is waiting on an update as to what exactly was confirmed viable and 
what STC would need to do next, but would also like to see it in a Development Brief.

The Local Plan should include the Sevenoaks NDP provisions for this area.  The draft Local Plan seems to 
treat Sevenoaks station primarily as a townscape and housing opportunity before getting to what it needs to 
be to sustain the success of the town - a major sustainable transport hub. There is certainly room for housing 
above the railway tracks - by agreement with Network Rail Properties. However the key objective should be 
to expand active travel opportunities to and from the station from across the town, and to link it more 
effectively with the town centre.

Traffic flow and traffic management for less congestion & safer crossing for pedestrians. As noted in STC's 
Submission Draft of its NDP, this is a "significant opportunity for development that will transform the arrival into 
Sevenoaks and could establish a new urban quarter for the Town."
STC would wish for the above to be managed with true collaboration with Town Council on a development brief 
as recommended by the Independent Examiner in his report for the NDP. This should also include STC's 
recommendations as set out in Policy D1 of its Neighbourhood*           Q4 answer continued at end of page.

5 Do you have a view on the areas of land that the brief should cover

Sevenoaks Station as well as its car parks and the car park at the Bat & Ball Station, the farmers site, parade, 
and bradbourne park car park as part of overall development.

X
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1 Do you think the proposed technical and design criteria are
reasonable and will help to achieve the aims of Policy H1?
Policy H1

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

X

The missing Housing Assessments for urban towns is regrettable. It needs to be done before decisions are 
taken on the potential for development. While the Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan recommends sites 
for [potential development, and the scale of development, the needs assessment still has to be done.  It is 
crucial that affordable housing requirements on all sizes on new developments are enforced in full.
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2 Do you think the proposed affordable housing contributions are
reasonable and will help to achieve the aims of Policy H2?
Policy H2

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

Is there a way of making the policy stronger? STC notes that there have been multiple 
instances recently where a development has been approved despite offering lower than 
policy or even 0% affordabe housing, with the justification that they weren't viable for 
affordable housing anyway.

x
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3 Do you think the proposed criteria are reasonable and will help to
achieve the aims of Policy H3?
Policy H3

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

STC considers this proposed criteria reasonable, but notes that it is not a rural Parish.

X
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4 Do you think the proposed technical and design criteria are
reasonable and will help to achieve the aims of Policy H4?
Policy H4

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

While STC supports these, it would also like to see in the housing mix thought for older people 
housing without just being flats, and broader provision of all housing stock to allow for the 
occasional short or long term for those less mobile to exist. It would also support developments 
being built to house more mixed communities - with quality accommodation to make for independent 
living (e.g. flat surfaces) that allow for integration of all sectors of society and flexible use, as well as 
Lifetime properties that allow for a residents' changing needs e.g. wider doors, wetrooms.
Rockdale Housing are a good example of how housing can be provided for older people.

X
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5 Do you think the proposed technical and design criteria are
reasonable and will help to achieve the aims of Policy H5?
Policy H5

Yes

Please select only one item

deliverable. What should that be in Sevenoaks District?

0-50

50-100

100+

Other

Please select only one item

No

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

STC supports Build-to-Rent as defined in the glossary.

6 Build to rent schemes often require a minimum number of units to be

If you've selected 'Other', please specify here

.

X

x
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7 What else can we do to encourage the delivery of suitable smaller
sites in existing built up areas?
Policy H6

Please enter your answer here

8 Is there anything else that we should include, or an alternative
approach we should consider through Policy H6?

Please enter your answer here

Encourage use of more suitable publicly held land and redevelopment of existing sites that 
are not well designed

STC noted that smaller sites coming forward for development need to be addressed in a way 
that respects what is already there, and have enough amenity space for its purpose e.g. 
garden for family houses while respecting of character of area. Proposals need to demonstrate 
that they fit in.
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9 Do you think the proposed density guidelines are reasonable and will

Policy H7

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

10 What do you think are appropriate locations for taller buildings and are
there areas of land that are suitable for intensification?

Please enter your answer here

11 Is there anything we should include, or an alternative approach we
should consider through Policy H7?

Please enter your answer here

help to achieve the aims of Policy H7? 

STC reiterated that the development has to respect surrounding area and buildings and the 
character of the town.
STC would resist seeing buildings that are substantially taller than those existing in town because it 
would change character of the town too significantly. 

STC considers this question too broad, as there is no quantification to what "taller 
buildings" are. For instance, the existing "tall" building at Tubbs Hill House is an anomaly and 
doesn't fit the town, and STC would not welcome more schemes of that height.
There are two areas in Sevenoaks which may be suitable for high levels of housing density, 
although the height should not greatly exceed what is currently on or around those sites. This 
would include land opposite the station, including the former Farmers site, the site of the BT 
building and the main station car park. This would also include the site of the Stag car park, 
telephone exchange and Royal Mail Building. *answer continued above

X

*Question 10 continued

The SDNP recommends around Sevenoaks Station typically 
four to six storey buildings with potential for a taller building to 
mark the station (up to 10 storeys as already permitted in that 
area). Consideration will need to be taken as to how the 
development appears from notable viewpoints.
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12 Do you agree with the proposed strategy for identifying new Gypsy
and Traveller pitch allocations in the most sustainable locations?

Policy GT1

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disgree

Strongly Disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

13 Is there anything else we should consider through Policy GT1?
Please enter your answer here

Sevenoaks Town doesn't have suitable sites and STC agrees with the policy as written, but notes that the 
policy excludes a section of the community that stop over between locations and would ask that SDC 
properly look at transit sites available that can be provided through negotiation. This is a priority for STC as 
providing stop-over locations would reduce confrontation and open space damage. Local areas including 
Sevenoaks Town have been impacted - so STC's main concern is ensuring availability of temporary 
stopover locations for travellers coming through the area and SDC should strengthen policy to cover this.

Provision of sites for temporary stopping places - (transit provision)

X
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Chapter 03 – Economy and Employment

14 Are you aware of any additional sites for new Gypsy and Traveller
pitches?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you have selected 'Yes' please specify site details

15 Do you agree with the development management Policy GT2?
Policy GT2

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

X

X
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1 What are the factors that make Sevenoaks District a successful place
for businesses to locate?

Please enter your answer here

2 What steps could be taken to improve economic competitiveness
across the District?

Please enter your answer here

3 Are there further measures of economic success that should be
considered over the plan period?

Please enter your answer here

4 How should the Council encourage the development of the circular
economy, which aims to reduce wastage?

Please enter your answer here

5 How should the plan promote innovation and make sufficient provision
for emerging trends and technology?

Please enter your answer here

Proximity to London and access to continent, motorway links, supportive to local businesses, wealth of local 
talent. Schools with high quality education for settling down
Open space and supporting facilities
Good local availability of skilled people in finance/professional services/ICT etc (see BRES 2016 local 
analysis of job types in Sevenoaks)
Access to key customers in the markets they serve (often London)
Transport links and ICT infrastructure to access additional skills and people they need
Attractive living environment, housing, education, leisure etc to draw skilled people to jobs here.

Improve high fibre connectivity throughout the District
Local businesses often feedback to STC that its hard to find out who to talk to about help with setting up a 
business here, which means they can't make an appointment. SDC could provide a named contact on the 
website with email address to contact in relation to setting up a business - prospective and new businesses
Hotel accommodation 
Improve local public transport connections to retail hubs
Improve last mile to tourism facilities

Number of new businesses, and how many of these last 3+ years, assessment of home working, and number 
of businesses that have expanded

Actively support and promote the local and district-wide initiatives and work more closely with the other 
parishes and towns on these.

Invest in recycling for businesses and broaden what can be recycled in the district.
Provide greater facilities for businesses to take advantage of this, and support in particular smaller 
businesses who have trouble in particular with accessing recycling facilities. 
Include provision of smaller recycling centres within new developments, especially significant ones.
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6 Is there additional information that should be included in the marketing
evidence to support the loss employment uses?
Policy EMP3

working patterns and practices across Sevenoaks District over the
period of the Local Plan?

Please enter your answer here

Please enter your answer here

Design needs to take account of security when considering mixed use in residential areas. While shops may 
stay lit-up at night, alternative employment uses that don't remain lit-up can cause darker and less safe areas 
that residents do not feel safe walking through. STC recommends that lower storeys in residential areas be 
shops, or alternative use buildings be distributed evenly between them in order to avoid "dark corridors" Mixed 
use needs design by security and improved aesthetics. An example of where this has not been provided is 
Cramptons Road. 
STC recommends addition of wording "or community" to the end of the bullet point reading "that the 
proposals would not cause unacceptable harm to the local economy". Also add that the marketing evidence 
mentioned as being required as part of pre-application proposals must be analysed by quality.

7 What type of employment space is needed to support changing

Small workshops if there is the demand for it, either for public or for small businesses
The 2018 data developed for the NDP showed the dominant role of professional, financial and business 
services in the local labour force and business demography needs to be better reflected in this area of the 
plan. It is a key factor behind the acceleration  of home working since 2020, and has allowed Sevenoaks to 
weather the pandemic as well as it has. There have been a number of private and public initiatives to provide 
flexible office space to help home workers in these sectors, and more will be needed. Encouraging them 
around transport hubs, with active travel options, would help to ensure sustainable employment that 
contributes to net zero.
Shared services for small businesses and homeowners such as print/copy services, finance advice and 
meeting rooms.
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8 How should healthy workspaces be promoted in the plan?
Please enter your answer here

9 What measures can the Council take to encourage sustainable
employment space that contributes to its Net Zero objectives?

Please enter your answer here

10 Are there additional matters that should be included to support the
rural economy?

Policy EMP5

Please enter your answer here

Proposals for new workspaces should allow for access to retail, open spaces, cycle storage, public transport 
links and incorporate good rest spaces.

Supportive planning policies and/or a flexible planning approach when considering planning applications.
Incorporate robust sustainable construction and operation requirements into planning requirements, 
including evidence of transport needs of users. Policies to encourage local sourcing of materials and 
supplies.

Encourage local agriculture to produce food 
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11 Do you agree with the approach of supporting and retaining the
existing high streets rather than identifying areas for expansion or
contraction?

Policy TLC1

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disgree

Strongly Disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

STC's objection is based on the fact that it believes that Town Centre strategies should be designed by the 
communities, not imposed by the District Council. This will be different for each one e.g. STC wants High 
Street and St Johns developed. 

Different towns will want different approaches and they should be community led - for instance through 
Neighbourhood Development Plans.

Secondary shopping centres should also be considered.

X



11/15/22, 5:19 PM Print Survey - Sevenoaks District Council - Citizen Space

https://engagement.sevenoaks.gov.uk/strategic-planning/eba8f9ca/consultation/print_survey 21/65

12 Do you support or have any comments on the specific proposals for
the five highlighted centres?

Sevenoaks Town

Swanley

Edenbridge

Westerham

New Ash Green

Please select which Town or Local Centre you are commenting on
Please select only one item

Please enter your answer here

13 Do you agree with the proposal to restrict conversion of shops (Class
E) to houses at ground floor level in primary shopping areas?

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

X

As identified in the NDP's in Cultural Quarter document.
STC recommends that a new policy also be added to support secondary shopping centres within 
towns.
Where appropriate, uniformity of size in buildings would enhance the local area.

X

Yes, when front facing primary shopping. 

Sevenoaks Town Council would support it in the High Street, London road, and prime locations 
of secondary shopping centres.

It is also worth drawing attention to the fact that Sevenoaks Town's largest retail unit is 
Sainsbury, at northern boundary, and much existing employment land is between Sainsbury and 
Bat & Ball station. The nearby hospital is also an important employment and community service 
centre. Meanwhile, much of the expansion in residential capacity will be in and around Greatness 
Quarry. The need for local services - and infrastructure - to support the developments in this area 
should be highlighted in the plan. These areas will also gain from policies to support business 
and professional services. This is as per the Northern Sevenoaks Masterplan which forms part of 
the evidence base of the STNP.
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14 Does the proposed amendment to Sevenoaks Town Centre

Proposed Amendment to Sevenoaks Town Centre Boundary

Yes

No

Please select only one item

boundaries look appropriate? 

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

The boundary doesn't include St Johns Hill and Hollybush and STC requests that these be 
recognised as prime locations of secondary shopping centres in a separate policy supporting 
secondary shopping centres in towns as mentioned above.

Sevenoaks Town Council considers the idea for the market to be moved to the delivery area in 
Blighs impractical and unlikely to be supported by Blighs or the market traders. STC would prefer 
it be kept in the High Street.

X
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15 Do you support a lower Retail Impact Assessment threshold?
Policy TLC2

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

Sevenoaks Town Council agrees with some parts of the policy, however would want 
proposals to be consistent with the NDP cultural strategy, not the SDC Town Centre strategy.

x
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16 Do you agree with the proposals to manage hot foot takeaway
applications?

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

17 What additional support do you think the plan could provide for the
evening economy in the Sevenoaks District?

Please enter your answer here

x

No comment, however please be aware of the typo in the question and consultation document, 
reading "hot foot".

Transport e.g. public late night provision. STC has received feedback that residents are able to get 
to the Stag Community Arts Centre via bus but are unable to get back home the same way. 

Reducing evening car parking charges.
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18 Do you agree that we should protect, support and encourage tourism
businesses, visitor accommodation and visitor attractions, including
heritage assets?

Policy TO1

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x

Good public transport would help for sustainable tourism - for instance the traffic going to 
Knole during peak visiting times e.g. bank holiday, sunny day, weekend could be reduced 
and visitors encouraged. There also needs to be more thought of access for non-cars with 
good cycle routes and pedestrian access.
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Chapter 04 – Climate Change

19 Do you agree that the loss of tourist attractions and accommodation
should only be permitted where a clear justification for their loss is
provided?

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x
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1 Do you agree that the Local Plan should seek to ensure development
mitigates and adapts to climate change?
Policy CC1

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

2 Are there any other ways the local plan can address climate change?
Please enter your answer here

x

Flexible planning policies to allow climate changing initiatives e.g. solar panels, on 
street electric car parking.

STC agrees with the policy, however it needs to be expanded to shape the overall footprint of homes, 
businesses and transport towards a community zero carbon target for 2050. Given that most of the homes 
which will exist in 2050 are already built, this could be helped by policies to incentivise better energy 
performance in existing homes - perhaps when they interact with the planning system for extensions and 
improvements. Focusing only on new buildings will not deliver the legally required result.
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3 Do you agree with the use of climate impact assessments as a way to
ensure developments significantly reduce carbon emissions?
Policy CC2

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

4 Are there any other ways the local plan can ensure low carbon
developments?

Please enter your answer here

STC agrees in principle, however viability of scheme should not be solely determined with this.

x

Subsidise electric buses and good transport links.
Design new developments in such a way that pedestrian links to them are built in (as per STC's 
NDP)
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5 Do you agree with our approach to low carbon and renewable energy
generation?
Policy CC3

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

There are no proposals. STC thinks that there should be more constructive proposals in this 
policy, and that thought as to ability of the landscape to produce needs to be considered in 
tandem with the impact on the landscape.

x
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6 Do you agree with our approach to flood risk?
Policy W1

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x

Permeable surfaces as planning policy
The section on flooding does not identify the area of Sevenoaks most prone to flooding and sewage 
discharge. The Mill Stream from Millpond Wood to Greatness Quarry floods regularly and carries 
sewage into the street, and on into the Darent. It is identified by the Environment Agency as part of 
the River Darent system, yet it is not shown on page 136. This need correcting. The consequence for 
policies on development and sustainable drainage for northern Sevenoaks also needs to be 
acknowledged.
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7 Do you agree with our approach to sustainable drainage?
Policy W2

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

8 Is there anything else that should be incorporated into Policy W2 to
support sustainable drainage?

Please enter your answer here

x

SDC should include that surface water drainage should not put pressure on sewage 
drainage facilities.
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Chapter 05 – Design

9 Do you agree with our approach to water management including
water efficiency measures?
Policy W3

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

Where possible water should be reused within facilities e.g. for flushing toilets

x
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1 What Design Policies do you think would support the successful
delivery of the Strategic Objectives?
Policy DE1

Please enter your answer here

2 Do you think this approach will support the delivery of new well-
designed spaces within the District?
Policy DE2

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

As above, Town and Parish Councils should be involved in this process. 
Sevenoaks Town Council's Submission Draft NDP Aim C6 states that "the Town Council will 
normally require major planning applications or proposals on sites within sensitive locations, 
to be  submitted to a Design Review Panel for review early in the planning process", and the 
Independent Examiner has agreed and recommended that STC be involved in this.

Design review panels that include local communities and town/parish councils, as 
recommended by the Independent Examiner's report on STC's NDP.

x
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3 What criteria do you think should be used for presenting schemes to
the Design Review Panel?

Please enter your answer here

4 Do you agree that Policy DE3 will help to make optimal use of a
potential of a site?
Policy DE3

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

5 What documents should be required to be submitted at outline
application stage to establish that the proposed development will be
policy compliant?
Current requirements

Planning validation checklists | Sevenoaks District Council <https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/downloads/download/218/planning_validation_checklists>

Please enter your answer here

*

Sensitive location

x

Ref Pinehurst Nursing Home (20/03293/FUL) and Sevenoaks Quarry (Tarmac) (22/00512/OUT) 
are poor examples of large densities being included in the Outline, and STC therefore doesn't 
believe this works.

Access,
Indicative layout or positioning and height of dwellings

https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/downloads/download/218/planning_validation_checklists
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6 Will Policy DE4 help to secure well-designed places?
Policy DE4

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

7 Will Policy DE4 help new development respect local character?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

8 What size of site should Policy DE4 apply to?
Please enter your answer here

x

It would be helpful for residents to have DWCS acronym explained 

x

This depends on the site and STC would recommend: 
4+ for urban areas and 10+ for less urban areas.
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Chapter 06 – Health and Wellbeing

9 Do you think Policy DE5 will support the aim of national planning
policy in delivering development that responds to local character and
engages with the local community?
Policy DE5

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x

This should include town and parish councils in order to reflect communities 
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1 Do you agree that Health Impact Assessments (HIA) should be
included for certain new developments?
Policy HW1

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x

All developments should have a health impact assessment while acknowledging that 
there will be differences of how extensive these will need to be depending on how 
many developments are proposed.
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2 How else can the Local Plan support healthy, inclusive and safe
communities?

Please enter your answer here

3 Do you agree that all new developments should have a neutral or
positive impact on air quality?
Policy AQ1

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

By requiring all developments to have a health impact assessment on applicable topics

STC doesnt understand how this would be possible, as any develpoment will have some level of 
negative effects via construction, pollution, increase of residents, traffic etc. It does agree that steps 
should be taken to mitigate the effects however.

x
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Chapter 07 – Historic Environment

4 What other measures could be included to improve air quality in the
District?

Please enter your answer here

5 Do you agree with the policy approach to noise in new developments?
Policy HW2

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x
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1 Do you think Policy HEN1 meets the Strategic Objectives for Historic
Environment?
Policy HEN1

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x

STC suggest rewording to read "must not detract" because it may be impossible to enhance 
the historic environment, so the emphasis should be on at least retaining the environment 
with nothing to detract from it.
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2 Do you think Policy HEN2 will support development that protects and
enhances the historic environment?
Policy HEN2

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

3 Are there any additional policies that would protect and enhance the
historic environment in new development?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

STC reiterates its above answer to the previous question, and recommendation that the policy be 
reworded to state that development proposals "must not detract" from the historic environment.

x

x
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4 Do you think that Policy HEN3 will support sensitively managed
change within the historic environment?
Policy HEN3

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

5 Are there any additional policies that would support sensitively
managed change in the historic environment?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x



11/15/22, 5:19 PM Print Survey - Sevenoaks District Council - Citizen Space

https://engagement.sevenoaks.gov.uk/strategic-planning/eba8f9ca/consultation/print_survey 43/65

6 Do you consider that Policy HEN4 will adequately support the
protections of non-designated archaeological sites?
Policy HEN4

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

7 Are there any additional policies that would support the protection of
non-designated archaeological sites?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x
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8 Do you think the Local List should be expanded to the wider District?
Policy HEN5

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

9 Do you think Policy HEN6 will support a sensitive and successful
approach to responding to climate changes and energy efficiency in
the historic environment?
Policy HEN6

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x

The policy should also take account of sustainable use (not just sustaining the appearance).

x
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10 Are there any additional policies that would support a sensitive and
successful approach to responding to climate change and energy
efficiency in the historic environment?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

11 Do you think Policy HEN7 will recognise the value of historic shop
fronts and ensure appropriate replacements in historic contexts?

Policy HEN7

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x

The policy should also include allowing sustainable use.

X
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12 Listed buildings with shopfronts already have statutory protection. Do
you think this policy should apply outside conservation areas?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

13 Do you think that Policy HEN8 will support the conservation and
enhancement of historic park and gardens in new development?

Policy HEN8

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

14 Are there any additional polices that would support the conservation
and enhancement of historic parks and gardens in the development
proposals?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

X

STC considers there to be insufficient detail to comment on without knowing what specific 
guidance would be.
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Chapter 08 – Natural Environment

1 What could be included in Policy NE1 and design criteria for
developments in the AONB?
Policy NE1

Please enter your answer here

2 Do you agree that Landscape and Visual Impact Assessments (LVIA)
should be required for all new large developments?

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

*

No comment

x
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3 Is there anything else that should be identified as part of the District’s
natural landscape (blue green infrastructure network)?
Policy BW1

Please enter your answer here

4 Do you agree with Policy BW1 that locally designated sites should
generally be protected from development?

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

This policy should include allotments which STCs regard as being included in the 
blue/green infrastructure and should be protected as so.

x
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5 Do you agree with the approach to protecting the Ashdown Forest?
Policy AF1

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x
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Chapter 09 – Infrastructure and Community

6 Is the 20% biodiversity net gain target appropriate for Sevenoaks
District?
Policy BW2

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

How will the 20% be measured and the policy's success monitored?

x
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1 Should we consider anything else to deliver infrastructure?
Policy IN1

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

2 We are considering identifying what specific infrastructure will be
needed to support large developments. This may prioritise
infrastructure types. Do you think this is the right approach?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x

Health provision, public transport, resurfacing of roads, and sporting
Infrastructure in schools, leisure and recreation spaces are major generators of regular 
travel. All these types of infrastructure creation or improvement should be developed with 
active travel as a key element.

x

SevenoaksTownPlannin
Cross-Out
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3

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Highways & Transport e.g. junctions,
sustainable transport
Please select only one item

Flooding e.g. flooding defences
Please select only one item

Utilities e.g. gas, water, sewerage
Please select only one item

Communications e.g. telecommunications
and broadband
Please select only one item

Community Facilities e.g. libraries, leisure
centres, sports venues
Please select only one item

Education e.g. pre-school and nursery
schools, primary and secondary education
Please select only one item

Health and Social Care Facilities e.g. GP
surgeries, mental health services
Please select only one item

Police and Emergency Services Facilities
Please select only one item

Blue-Green Infrastructure e.g. parks, lakes
Please select only one item

If we are looking to prioritise infrastructure, what do you consider are
the most important types to support growth?*

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x
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4 Do you agree that new developments should include open spaces?
Policy OS1

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

5 What else can we include to improve open space and recreation in
the District?

Please enter your answer here

x

It should be recommended for development applications that an allocation for green space 
be made which is linked to the size of development.
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6 Do you agree with our approach to Children and Young People
Space?
Policy OS2

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

7 Are there any other criteria we should include for Children and Young
People Play Spaces?

Please enter your answer here

x

On point 3, there should be a presumption in favour of providing a space
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8 Do you agree with our approach to enhancing and increasing
education provisions?
Policy ED1

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

9 Are there any other priorities we should include in Policy ED1?
Please enter your answer here

x
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10 Do you agree with our approach to Sports and Leisure Facilities?
Policy SL1

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

11 What else should we include to encourage sports and leisure facilities
in the District?

Please enter your answer here

Allotments,

Reference the bullet point "new educational establishments to include community..." STC 
requests the addition of wording: "These must comply with sports governing bodies 
requirements"
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12 Do you agree with our approach to protecting community uses?
Policy COM1

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

13 What else can we include to protect community uses?
Please enter your answer here

x
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14 Are there other areas of the District which have water capacity
issues?

Policy IN2

Please enter your answer here

15 Do you agree with our approach to water infrastructure?

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

That development shouldnt impact sewage drainage.
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Chapter 10 – Transport

16 What else can we include to successfully manage the District’s water
infrastructure?

Please enter your answer here

1 Do you agree with our approach to a sustainable movement network?
Policy T1

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x

Public transport should be extended to new development to show how it will be 
connected, such as bus routes.
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2 Is there anything else to facilitate the sustainable movement network
we should include in Policy T1?
Policy T1

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

Rail services also need more consideration. Technology and Covid have changed travel patterns, reducing 
demand for high cost peak services with the potential to make rail travel even more sustainable.  But rail 
services will still be just as important for Sevenoaks and its workers in professional, financial and business 
services, even if they spend more time working here. Fast and regular access to customers is as important as 
access to physical City offices.  Towns and villages, and the Darent Valley Rail Partnership, have identified 
active travel access to a range of stations (not just Sevenoaks) as important and this plan should build on the 
ideas.
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3 Is it appropriate for walking and cycling to be in the same policy or is it
better for them to be in separate policies?
Policy T2

Separate Policies

Joint Policy

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

4 Do you agree with our approach to cycling and walking?

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x

Ideally cycling & pedestrian routes would be separated as this would be simpler for 
deliverability

See STC recommendations in the NDP.



11/15/22, 5:19 PM Print Survey - Sevenoaks District Council - Citizen Space

https://engagement.sevenoaks.gov.uk/strategic-planning/eba8f9ca/consultation/print_survey 62/65

5 Should we consider anything further to encourage cycling and
walking?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

6 Should we provide less car parking in developments situated in
sustainable locations, for example, town centres?
Policy T3

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x
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7 Do you agree with our approach to vehicle parking?

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

8 Should we consider anything further to manage vehicle parking?

Yes

No

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space
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9 Do you agree with our approach to electric charging vehicle points?
Policy T4

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please select only one item

If you wish to explain your answer further, please use this space

x
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Any other comments?

10 Are there any other priorities we should include in Policy T4?
Policy T4

Please enter your answer here

1 If you have any further comments for the Plan 2040 consultation,
please use the space below

The Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Development Plan which is hoped to go to Referendum before May 
2023 is referenced a few times throughout STC's response. The document is available with its supporting 
literature via the following link: https://sevenoaksndp.wordpress.com/




