Agenda ltem 9
Youth Services Committee Meeting
Wednesday 19" November 2025- 7pm

Youth Debating Club at House in the Basement

The Committee has been contacted by an individual interested in establishing a Youth
Debating Club in Sevenoaks and is interested in using House in the Basement (HitB) as a
venue. They have suggested that the club would:

Meet once a month, typically on a weekday evening (with flexibility for weekends if
necessary).

Host approximately 10-15 participants, with numbers adjustable depending on
interest.

Hold meetings lasting 1.5-2 hours.

Be open to all youth participants.

They have noted it would be facilitated by adults who are also teachers, all DBS-
checked and trained in safeguarding procedures.

They have also indicated willingness to comply with any venue-specific safeguarding policies
and to discuss arrangements in more detail.

Considerations:

Welcoming Discussions:

Debating is a great way for young people to explore different ideas. HitB has tried to
ensure that the venue remains welcoming and comfortable for all visitors, so any
sessions would need to fit with that approach.

Timing & Impact on Venue Users:

It is unclear whether the club would run during regular opening hours or outside
them. There is a concern that if it did take place during the Standard operating
hours, a lively debating session could disturb other visitors who attend the venue to
relax or engage in quieter activities. These operating hours have been placed below:

Tuesdays (SEN Club)- 5 pm- 8 pm,

Wednesdays- 4 pm- 8 pm (changes to 2 pm open during school holidays)
Fridays- 4 pm-8 pm (changes to 2 pm open during school holidays)
Saturdays- 2 pm- 8 pm (changes to 2 pm open during school holidays)
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Staffing & Supervision:

While the facilitators are DBS-checked, the Committee must consider the availability
of venue staff to oversee the session if it runs outside normal hours or if additional
supervision is required.



